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et al.: Corpus of Older African American Letters

Corpus of Older African American Letters
This three-year project, launched 1 July 2007, aims to identify,
collect, and transcribe manuscript letters written by African
Americans, free or slave, prior to 1900. The Corpus of Older
African American Letters (COAAL) will compile them into an
electronic corpus to be freely distributed in electronic form for research
purposes. Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, the project is being
directed by Prof. Edgar Schneider (University of Regensburg, Germany) and
Prof. Michael Montgomery (University of South Carolina, USA). At the present
more than 500 manuscript letters, many not heretofore published, are on file,
including from emigrants to Sierra Leone and Liberia, as well as from Civil War
soldiers, slaves, and others. Transcription is now actively in progress.
Over the next year the COAAL project will continue to seek appropriate
documents for inclusion, and in this regard it seeks suggestions and advice from
colleagues on locating such items, whether unpublished or previously published.
The project team will be pleased to receive any relevant information on archives,
collections, or scholars which may prove helpful in the construction of COAAL.
The original and basic motivation for the project is study the language of older
African American letters, and this on the basis of letters from less-educated
individuals. Realizing, however, that the project represents an unparalleled
opportunity to compile, either as transcribed texts or as bibliographical
references and links, an unparalleled resource of first-person documents from
those whose voices are often not heard, a resource of potentially great value to
genealogists, historians, and other researchers, we are eager to learn of any that
might be appropriate to include. The organizers anticipate that COAAL will
become available online in late 2008 at the earliest.
Contacts: Edgar Schneider (edgar.schneider@sprachlit.uni-regensburg.de);
Michael Montgomery (ullans@yahoo.com).
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